
What to know 

• Applications are processed in the order they are received (including all supporting documentation). 
• Lower income students have funding priority for both, the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship and the 

Family Empowerment Scholarship.  
• While the eligibility criteria between the programs vary, the application is the same for both. 
• Renewal students have first priority for both programs. 
• Scholarships can be transferred to other eligible schools if the student moves within the state, or 

simply wants to attend a different participating private school. 
• Scholarship payments for private school tuition and fees are sent electronically to the school in 

which the enrolled child is attending on a quarterly basis. Scholarship payments must be approved 
by the parent/guardian prior to dissemination of payments.  

Eligibility Requirements 

For the 2021-22 school year, a family of four could have an income of up to $99,375 annually to be 
eligible for a private school scholarship. The scholarship award is based on where the student lives 
and their grade level.  

Age Eligibility: 

• Students entering kindergarten must be 5 on or before Sept. 1. 
• Students entering first grade must be 6 on or before Sept. 1. 

On May 11, 2021, Governor DeSantis signed legislation that expands access to education choice 
scholarships. These changes went into effect on July 1, 2021. The new legislation allows more 
families than ever to be eligible for a scholarship, including: 

• Siblings of students participating in the Family Empowerment Scholarship, including siblings of 
students who are eligible based on a special need. 

• Dependent children of a member of the United States Armed Forces, including reservists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021-2022 Income Guidelines 

Household Size Annual Household Gross Income Cap 



1 $48,300 
2 $65,325 
3 $82,350 
4 $99,375 
5 $116,400 
6 $133,425 
7 $150,450 
8 $167,475 

 

FAMILY EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP 

Income Eligibility:  

• If a member of the household receives SNAP (food stamps), TANF, or FDPIR, the student may 
qualify. 

• If the household income qualifies for free or reduce-priced lunch, the student may qualify. 
• If the household income is at or below the income criteria, the student may 

qualify. (EXAMPLE) For a family of four: The Family Empowerment Scholarship income level 
will serve students in households at $99,375 or below. Priority will be given to students whose 
incomes are below $48,470. 

• If the student is a dependent child of an active duty member of the U.S. Armed Forces, the 
student may qualify, regardless of income. This 
only includes active-duty members of the United States Air Force, Army, Coast 
Guard, Marines, Navy and Space Force. 

• A  sibling of a student who participates in the Family Empowerment Scholarship, including 
those who qualify based on a disability, may qualify for the private school option or 
transportation option, regardless of income. 

 

FLORIDA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP 

Income Eligibility: 

• If a member of the household receives SNAP (food stamps), TANF, or FDPIR, the student may 
qualify. 

• If the household income qualifies for free or reduce-priced lunch, the student may qualify. 
• If the household income is at or below the income criteria, the student may 

qualify. (EXAMPLE) For a family of four: The Family Empowerment Scholarship income level 
will serve students in households at $99,375 or below. Priority will be given to students whose 
incomes are below $48,470. 

Students who attended an eligible, participating private school and received funding for at least one 
day during the previous academic year, remain eligible for a Florida Tax Credit Scholarship 
regardless of the household income until they graduate high school or turn 21. 



 


